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Dear Parents,     

It continues to be a very busy learning  time at school. The pace and range of fun and learning is inspiring 

and many of you have praised your teachers and commented on the  super progress your children are 

making.  From our chicks hatching in Reception class , to year 1/2 performing their stories at Tate Mod-

ern interacting with an art installation by Doh Ho Suh, 3/4 performing their recorder concert and 5/6 

winning awards for sports and year 6 smiling and enjoying their recent tests it has been an amazing term 

so far! 

But we have so much to come! 

The governors, Rob Loader in particular( THANK YOU,ROB!), have been working really hard with the school to 

submit planning for the final development of Lant St and we hope to have this started this summer. Fingers 

crossed everyone. A copy of the drawing is posted outside the office. The fence will come down from around the 

garden and the whole space should feel as one! I closed the road in 2007 and it has been a long haul to get to 

where we are now. Thank you to all the long term parents who have been supportive throughout the process.  

Mrs Buchanan will have her baby on Monday and has finally left school!! Good luck to Ms Graham with her forth-

coming operation. Welcome back, Mr Huxley!                                        Mrs de Quincey 

Important dates for your diary 

Inset day—Friday 22nd June—school closed to children 

Summer Fair—Friday 29th June 

Last day of term—Friday 20th July 

First day of Autumn Term—Wednesday 5th September  

Sports News! 

Gymnastics 

Congratulations to the Charles Dickens Gymnastics Team and their hardworking coach, 

Louise Worley, who won overall Silver in the first inter-school Southwark Gymnastics 

Competition! 

 

The children competed in 3 different events; Vault (running up and using a springboard to 

jump onto and over the vault), Floor Exercise (a routine learnt off by heart including back-

ward rolls and cartwheels) and Body Management (a routine involving splits, bridges and 

balances).  These competition ‘Key Steps’ events were designed by British Gymnastics and 

the competition was judged by Southwark Gymnastics Club. 

 

The pupils were brilliantly behaved representatives of the school as well as superb gymnasts and came back jangling in well 

deserved medals - some children had 3 (for independent events, Year 3 took Silver, Year 4 Bronze, Year 5 Bronze and 

Year 6 Bronze and when all the individual scores were completed Charles Dickens took the Silver Award!!!! 

 

To learn more about gymnastics visit www.british-gymnastics.org 

Tag Rugby 

In a rather muddy and wet Burgess Park our Year 6 Tag Rugby team man-

aged secure silver medal position and 5th in the Borough!!!  Medals were 

distributed and the cup presented by representatives from Morgan Stanley 

Investment Bank.  Well done and thank you to the children and their 

coaches (Mrs Taylor and Mr Mackinnon) and to all the parents who came 

and supported and made it a season to remember. 

Congratulations to the Tag Rugby Team who took Bronze position at the ‘Year 5 Tournament’ held in Southwark Park.  

Every child in the year group participated— entered 3 teams—and all enjoyed their exhausting and exhilarating day. 

For more information on this sporting events see the school blog on our school website. 



Sainsbury’s Active Kids  and Tesco Computers for Schools Vouchers 
Please bring in any vouchers that you have at home or in your purse/pocket/wallet as we 

are starting to count these up so we can claim all the amazing equipment for our school.  

Thank you to everyone for your contributions.  

Lost Property 

We are getting an increasing amount of lost property around the school building that we can’t return 

to its owner as it doesn’t have any names in it.  It is essential that you put your child’s name (preferably 

in a label sewn into the garment) on all items of uniform as it is impossible to return any sweatshirts 

etc. to your child. 

Eggs 

Our chickens are laying again now that spring is here!!!!  So we are sell-

ing them in the school office, £1.50 for half a dozen. 

Return of Mr Huxley! 

Ms Graham will be having an operation so will not be in school until next term.  We wish her a 

speedy recovery.  We are very fortunate that Mr Huxley, a former 3 / 4 class teacher at Charles Dick-

ens is available and will become Copperfield teacher.  Mr Huxley had already been contracted for a 

Year 3 / 4 class position from September 2012 and we are happy that he has agreed to step into Ms 

Graham’s class at such short notice. 

Most of the children remember Mr Huxley from 2 years ago (as we are sure lots of parents do ) and 

we anticipate a very smooth handover. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Children are not to bring money into school, as it can be easily lost which causes a lot of distress. 

Summer Fair 

As you are probably aware our school Summer Fair will be after school on Friday 29th June 

(fingers crossed for sunshine!)  We are looking for anyone who would like to volunteer their 

services on the day.  If you have any interesting ‘contacts’ through which we could obtain 

some raffle prizes or if you make anything that could be sold at the Summer Fair please let Ms 

Gemmell know or leave a message for her in the school office if you do not have time to 

catch her on the playground.  You can also always email the school office at:- 

office@charlesdickens.southwark.sch.uk.  More information will follow nearer the time.   

Class Photographs 
A reminder that Class Photographs for children is on Wednesday 23rd May, so make 

sure your child is looking extra smart on that day!!!!  Thank you. 


