
Dear Parents/ Carers 

 

We hope you had a lovely Easter break! We are all looking forward to an exciting 

summer term full of enriching experiences for the children. Highlights will include a 

mini Olympics, sports day, visiting Tate Modern, spending a day with the ‘Bug Man’ and 

all his creepy crawlies, and spending lots of time in the garden growing plants but also building  homes for all our 

bugs. We will also be learning about castles and the people who lived in them long ago—there will be lots of  

opportunities to be knights, kings, queens and their servants as we bring this period to life!  

Don’t forget to come and see our class assemblies ( dates are on the school website)  and follow our learning  

on our class blogs so you can see us both handling tarantulas and conquering castles!  

Other things you need to know . . .  

 

HOMEWORK  

Every Friday your child will get a weekly homework which they should complete in their homework books.   

It will be support the work they have been doing or are about to start in class. It will include tasks for maths,  

English task and spellings. They can work at their own pace through the week but PLEASE HAND IN NO LATER 

THAN THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY so we have time to look at their work and give lots of praise and  

feedback on how to be even more clever.  

 

INDEPENDENT TOPIC BOOKS 

Each term children have a chance to explore our topic in their own way. This term’s topic focus is 

‘Castles’.  We encourage you to support your child in finding out about castles and castle life through 

art, visits, books etc The key to making this a successful experience is to use children’s interests and 

their play to create a record of all the wonderful learning they do at home. Perhaps your child could 

build some lego models and take some photographs to share? Or maybe they could make and design 

Knight’s armour? The book does not need to be filled and we strongly recommend that you to allow 

your child to explore the topic in their own way with your support.  

PE 

In KS1 we do PE twice a week. Your child must have their PE kit of white T-shirt and blue shorts for indoor PE  

plus tracksuit bottoms and trainers for outdoor PE.  

 

It is vital that your child bring their PE kit to school each week. Unfortunately, children who do 

not have PE kit miss the lesson which is a shame as the physical development of your child is    

really important .   

 

We suggest that your child brings their PE kit into school  on Monday and takes it home on a Friday for washing. 

As the weather is now improving  (hopefully!) we will be doing more outdoor PE, so please ensure trainers or 

plimsolls are in school. 

ART 

The children will continue to develop creative skills across the curriculum as well as having  the opportunity to 

explore using a range of different art materials, this term including clay. 

 

To link with our garden time and research on mini-beast we will be learning about Andy Goldsworthy 

who creates art using natural materials. The children will then get the opportunity to  

create their own natural art using our garden and this artist as their inspiration. 

Please can you start gathering leaves, bark, grass or any other natural materials 

you may find on your travels to help your child with their art. Why not also start to explore 

how to use these natural materials to make paintings and sculptures at home—you could 

start with some leaf printing and collages and move on to helping your child create their very 

own ‘installation’!  

We will send home a letter soon with a bit more information on how you can get involved 

and when this project will begin in school.  
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Numeracy 

The children will continue  their very important work on counting and understanding the values 

of numbers from the very big to the very small. This term our focus will be mental maths ( calcu-

lating in our heads) and how we use addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in real life 

situations such as money, time, weighing things and measuring.  

We continue to use a mix of ‘hands on’ experiences such as cooking, using maths equipment in-

side and outside, going shopping and science experiments along side teaching  written strategies to ensure all the 

children feel confident and secure with each concept.  

What are we learning this term? 

Literacy 

This term we will be looking at explanation writing including recounts  ( lots of writing about all those creepy 

crawlies and brave knights) as well as poetry and traditional tales so keep reading those fairy  

stories at home. We will build on the spring term project of using art as a stimulus for writing  along side sharing 

wonderful stories from all around the world.  

 

Spelling—these are matched to individual children’s needs. Please practise them when you can - sometimes  

children remember spellings better if they have a chance to write them down in lots of different colours and in  

different ways ( even using alphabet spaghetti at dinner time) —find out what works best for your 

child!  

 

Handwriting—all children will be learning to form their letters correctly and 

to join these letters as soon as they are ready—if you are unsure how to help 

your child with joined up writing, please speak to your class teacher!  

Science 
Our topic this term is: ‘sorting materials.’  We are learning about different types of  

materials and their properties.  We are also learning to carry out investigations, record results and 

draw scientific conclusions.  

ICT  

The children will be learning to research ‘bugs’  on the school computers and then to  

present this information using Microsoft publisher.  

History/Geography 

This term we are learning about castles, their features and the types of people who would have 

lived in them. 

As always, if you would like any more information about your child’s learning then do not hesitate to get in touch with 

us and we can find ways to help.  

We always welcome support from parents with trips and school events—if this is something which interests you then 

let us know!  

Individual parent’s evening meetings are on Monday 9th July and Tuesday 10th July 2012. 

 

Thank you for all your continued support from all the KS1 team—we feel very lucky to be 

working with such an amazing group of children!  

 

Emily Adams, Mariyam Shafia, Zoe Sumner, Georgina McHales, Michael Eggleton, Johanne Gemmell,  

Ursula Carver and Nabila Al-Jamali. 

French 

Bonjour! Each week children will continue to have a French lesson, where they will learn basic French  

vocabulary through games and songs.  


