
Thursday 19th April 2012 

  
Dear Parents / Carers,  
Firstly a warm welcome back to school, we hope that everybody had a peaceful and enjoyable break.   

  

Things you need to know about this term… 
Mini-beasts  
This term our topic is ‘Mini-beasts’ and we will be exploring all sorts of creepy crawlies; where 

they live, what they eat and what makes them interesting.  We will continue to post exciting 

weekly updates on the class blogs, but see the next page for further details about all the learning 

that will be taking place this term.  

 

In the morning 

From next week (Monday 23rd April) we will be encouraging parents to say goodbye to their 

children outside and for the children to come into the hall in the morning by themselves. There will still be an adult 

at the main doors to greet you and your child and another adult inside at the classroom door to help them with 

their coats and bags. This is the first of many things we will be doing this term to prepare the children for their 

transition to Year One. We will make certain that this transition is as smooth as possible for you and your children.  

 
Reading and Home Learning Journals 
It is really important that you continue to read with your child on a regular basis and this term we will continue to 

change books on a Wednesday.  We have been really impressed with all the great work that has been going into 

the weekly questions in the children’s home learning journal. Please continue to bring these in on a Thursday. 

 

Cooking  
Thank you to those parents that came in to cook with the children last term. If you would 

like to come in and share your cookery skills with a small group of children please let us 

know. Our cooking sessions run on a Tuesday morning between 9am and 10.30am (1/2 

hour to set up and an hour with the children).  
 

Assembly 

Gargery and Little Dorrit’s class assembly is on Tuesday 22nd May at 10.10am. We will be learning lots of new songs 

and dances to show you and have lots of ‘mini-beast’ facts to tell you about, so we look forward to seeing you all 

there. 

 

Trips 

Thank you to all those parents who accompanied us on our trip to the Museum of London on the first day back. It 

was a great day out and we were all really impressed by the children’s ability to recall facts about Charles Dickens. 

We also received some really lovely comments about the children’s brilliant behaviour! Well done Reception!  

 

On Wednesday 30th May we will be visiting Roots and Shoots, a local wildlife and study centre. We will let you know 

further details closer to the date. 

 

Shoelaces 

We have noticed that an increasing number of children are coming into school wearing 

shoes with laces. We make every effort to support children to learn how to tie their 

laces, however we would prefer children to wear shoes with Velcro because children 

can take their shoes on and off more easily and don’t trip over their untied laces. 

 

Blogs  
Don’t forget to check the class blogs as they will be updated weekly with information 

on the learning journeys the children are undertaking in class. Here are the web 

addresses…  

  
Little Dorrit - www.littledorritclass.wordpress.com  
Gargery – www.gargeryclass.wordpress.com  



What are we learning this term? 
  

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The summer term can be both an exciting and daunting time for Reception children 

as we start to talk about their transition to Year One. We will be spending lots of 

time discussing this transition with the children and making sure that they feel 

confident to make the change at the end of the year.  

In relation to our mini-beast topic we will also be talking about being a ‘gentle giant’ 

when it comes to exploring small creatures. 

 

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

What is a mini-beast? What makes a mini-beast different from other animals? 

Where do they live? What do they look like? These are just some of the many 

questions that the children have about mini-beasts and this term’s literacy focus is 

all about finding answers to their questions. But where do we look? A storybook or 

an information book? What is an information book? How do we use it to answer 

our questions? So many questions!  

We will also be continuing to build the children’s confidence to write independently. 

Keep an eye on the blogs for the week’s Star Writer. 

 

PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING AND NUMERACY 

This term we will be building on the excellent progress that the children made in 

calculation in the Spring term. We will be opening a garden centre and using this as 

the basis to explore solving addition and subtraction problems. We will also be 

learning songs and chants to help us recall number bonds to ten as well as looking at 

early measurement skills. You can help your child at home by encouraging them to 

continue to practice writing their numbers correctly. 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

We are lucky enough to have the garden on our doorstep and this term we will be 

spending lots of time there getting messy and searching for mini-beasts. We plan to 

build on the excellent learning from Science Week and will be providing the 

children with weekly opportunities to ‘experiment’, allowing them to build their 

observation and prediction skills. We begin by exploring what materials are more 

likely to attract mini-beasts to live under them. 

 

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

This term we will be exploring a number of different artists and looking to create 

our own versions of their famous works using a variety of media. Look out for our 

version of Matisse’s ‘The Snail’. Linked to PE we will be exploring dance and using 

our imagination to come up with movements to a variety of music. We will also be 

working with our resident musician, Luke. 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

All the children will continue to have regular access to climbing and obstacle 

equipment, bikes, balls and other sports equipment across the term. We will also 

continue to develop the children’s fine motor skills, so that their handwriting is the 

best it can be. As mentioned we will be focussing on dance in PE lessons, working in 

small groups to create and adapt simple movements to music and then discussing 

what we like about each other’s compositions. 
 

Please support your child with their learning wherever possible. If you would like any more information 

about your child’s learning then do not hesitate to get in touch with us and we can find ways to help.  

Thank you for all your continued support! 

Gargery 

Jemma McKay 
Stacy Whitehead 

Little Dorrit 

Felicity Henderson 
Aggie Mesmain 

 



  

 


