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Dear Parents,      

It’s been an eventful fortnight (as always!) and I am sure you have been visiting the class blogs to see what the children have 

been enjoying learning about and the exciting visits which they have been on. 

Just to flag up a few highlights; there was great excitement when a London Bus came to visit Reception class as their topic is 

all about transport. Reception classes also travelled the world and took us with them in their amazing assembly featuring, 

Polar regions, China, France, and England. Trotwood class were phenomenal, presenting to the whole school with such con-

fidence. What a learning journey these three classes have been on since September! It is joy to watch them learn and grow! 

Mr Bailey popped in from Canada and you will all be pleased to know that he is happy and focusing on his musical career. He 

practises 3-4hours a day for his recitals. It was good to see him and he was delighted to see the strength and quality of music 

at the school. As you may know, Southwark Cathedral has many educational facilities for historical studies and our year 3 

and 4 children are all visiting to take advantage of the current exhibits and explore the architecture of that landmark build-

ing.  But that’s not all! Year 5 and 6 have been involved in superb robotics workshops facilitated by Imperial College and led 

by Ms Chapleo.  Thank you to all the hardworking and inspirational staff who make our school so much fun! Mrs de Quincey 

Ms Roberts in Malawi 

Over half term I visited Iponga Primary School in Malawi, our partner school in Malawi.  I took lots of photographs, 

letters and drawings from the children at Charles Dickens School as well as toys, games and stationery and brought 

back letters from the children at Iponga for our Year 3/4 children.  For children at Iponga, school starts at 7am in 

Malawi and finishes at 1pm when they go home for their lunch.  Some children have to learn outside because they 

don’t have enough classrooms and those that do have a classroom usually sit on the floor as there aren’t many 

desks.  There are usually more than 50 children in every class and there aren’t enough books for every child so 

they have to share them between groups.  Football and netball are the children’s favourite sports and when there 

are matches against the local school the whole school comes back in the afternoon to support their school.  While 

I was there I saw baboons, fish eagles, grass hoppers, spiders, lots of cockroaches and even a Black Mamba snake!!  

I also ate lots of delicious food including chicken and rice with tomato relish, a delicious fish caught in Lake Malawi 

called chambo, pancakes, lots of tasty fruit including pineapple, mango and banana.  In May, we are looking forward 

to hosting Kenson, a teacher from Iponga Primary. 

Ms Roberts 

Dates for your diary 

‘Bird Man’ coming into school - Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th March 

Orchestra Concert  - afternoon Tuesday 20th March—time to be confirmed 

Olympics Disco - Thursday 22nd March 

Hat Parade and last day of term - Friday 30th March  There is After School Club on this day 

Inset day - Monday 16th April no school for children 

Children back at school for Summer Term - Tuesday 17th April 

May Bank Holiday - Monday 7th May 

Half term - Monday 4th June to Friday 8th June 

PLEASE NOTE THAT PHOTOGRAPH ORDERS NEED TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE BY END OF SCHOOL DAY ON MONDAY 19TH MARCH.    Please 

note that ‘add-ons’ are only available with any orders A-Q on the order form.  Thank you. 



Sainsbury’s Active Kids  and Tesco Computers for Schools Vouchers 

We are now collecting these vouchers in the boxes in the school office, so please get  

collecting. 

Science Week 

Next week is Science Week at Charles Dickens and there will be lots of visitors (vets, 

dentists etc. to talk about their respective professions and ‘The Birdman’ to talk to the 

children about birds of prey) coming into school and exciting things for the children to 

take part in, look on the school website to keep up to date with Science Week. 

Football Team News 

Our Year 3/4 Football team played again Pilgrims Way Primary School on Thursday 1st 

March and after a very  exciting match won 5-3!!!  A huge well done to Kehinde and  

Taiwo Osoba, Thomas Moore, Kayden Fitzgerald, Deniz Gurer, Kevin Sopoti, Dante Blair, 

Michael Dove, Kevari Fuller, Michael Emoike, PJ McCreanor, Rocky Dikitoko and Hawa 

Jabbie.  Congratulations on the score and superb sportsmanship! 

Olympics Disco!!! 

To raise money for Sport Relief we are having an Olympics themed 

disco on Thursday 22nd March between 6pm and 8pm.  Tickets will 

be £2 each and will be on sale from Monday 12th March in the play-

ground.  There are limited numbers so first come,  first served.  

There could possibly be a few ‘cameo’ performances by members of 

staff!!!! 

All children must be accompanied by an adult on the evening.   

Olympic dress/sportswear optional!!!!   

Fair Trade Fortnight 27th February to 11th March 

We are promoting Fairtrade fortnight with our weekly sales of Fairtrade pro-

duce from around the world.  The next sale is this Friday (9th March) in the 

school playground at 3.15pm.  Pupils from the Enterprise Club will be selling 

lots of goodies so please support them. 

If you can’t make the sale, all our children will be encouraging you to make one step towards a fair 

deal for producers in the developing world - buying Fairtrade bananas, coffee, chocolate or perhaps 

convincing your friendly local shop to stock more Fairtrade produce on their shelves.  As the children 

say, this is about giving people a fair price for their hard work. 

 


