
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents  

As many of you will know, Charles Dickens Primary School is a popular school, and we have in recent 

years been unable to give places to all the children whose parents would like them to come to 

school here.   More generally there is a shortage of reception places in Southwark in 2012, and 

Southwark has asked us to take an extra  15 pupils for the academic year 2012-13, increasing our 

reception intake from 45 to 60 pupils.   The governing body – after a lot of discussion with Mrs de 

Quincey and the senior staff of the school- have agreed to this expansion, which will enable us to 

offer an excellent primary education to more local children.   We think it is a very exciting 

opportunity, but you will probably have some questions.   So, what does all this mean? 

Will it affect the way you teach children currently at the school? 

No.  The September 2012 Reception classes will be taught in two classes of 30 throughout their time 

at Charles Dickens.  Children already in the school will continue to be taught in three, mixed age, 

classes of 30 (year 1-2, year 3-4 and year 5-6).  

Is this a permanent or temporary arrangement? 

This arrangement is initially just for children starting in 2012, but we are considering carefully 

whether to expand the school to 60 children per year for future years - this would need rebuilding 

and reorganisation from mixed-year classes to single year classes, so it is a big decision for the school 

to take with Southwark.  We will keep you posted!   

Will there be lots of building work? 

For the first year (starting in September 2012), the extra children can be accommodated comfortably 

in the existing reception classrooms. We will need extra classrooms for 2013-2014 (when these 

children become year 1).  These will be in temporary accommodation (on part of the area of the Lant 

Street playground which will be landscaped this summer), but the school has always had the 

redevelopment of the old school house and expansion to 2 form entry as a long term strategic goal. 

The school would be keen to secure funding from the LA or Department for Education . 

 

 



What does this mean for staff and the school budget? 

Southwark Council has agreed to increase the school’s budget to take account of the extra pupils, 

and will pay for necessary building work, eventual temporary classroom equipment and set up costs.  

The extra budget will enable us to increase the number of staff so that our current good adult to 

child ratio is  maintained or even improved. 

What does it mean for the community? 

The children in this community need excellent education and school places must be found for the 

increasing numbers of children. Knowing how important it is to you that your child receives excellent 

opportunities at this school, I am sure that you would wish as many children as possible to benefit 

from such excellence. 

 I hope you will all agree that this is an exciting development for the school. I’m delighted that even 

more children will be able to be part of our warm, friendly and successful community.  

Caroline Croft  

Chair of Governors 


