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Dear Parents, 

A recent visit by Dame Liz Forgan, who was looking at our numerous arts projects, resulted in praise  being heaped on the 

quality of music, dance and drama, and art that the children receive at Charles Dickens. Dame Liz was impressed not only by 

the confident, relaxed attitude of the children and how well the children respond to teaching but also by the excellent out-

comes which she witnessed. You do really have talented children! 

During the past week I have been visiting classrooms to see the learning of every child in the school.  YOUR children are 

learning very well from Nursery to Year 6. It was a joy to watch the enthusiasm and skill of both teachers and children—

whether it was the Gingerbread Man building boats and bridges to make an alternative ending to the book in Early years ,the 

creative writing of poems for an anthology using alliteration and similes based on the children’s videos of aspects of Mint 

street Park and picnics and poems by Michael  Rosen in Y1/2 classes , to the Snow Queen and imaginative, writing using beau-

tiful language and impressive creative writing techniques in Y3/4 classes, rounding off with superb persuasive writing and 

speeches based on Good Night Mr Tom in YR 5/6. 

High academic standards and fun! 

Thank you to all the parents who responded to our questionnaire .  We had 68 responses, half of which were on-line.  We 

hope to improve on this response rate in the future. Reassuringly, the overwhelming majority of feedback was very positive 

about all aspects of the school.   

Here are a few encouraging statistics: 98% of parents confirmed their child enjoys school, 94% felt their child was making at 

least good progress because of good teaching,  96% of you felt welcomed into the school and 100% loved the newsletter!  

You highlighted a rich variety of school strengths including staff, teaching, the welcoming atmosphere, our commitment to 

each child and the wonderful range of experiences.   

You also pointed out some sensible areas for improvement which we hope to tackle over the coming year.  Some of your 

suggestions included improving the administration of clubs—we hope you will see this in the new year.  The Parentpay web-

site was also highlighted as needing further development  - we have fed this back to Parentpay and we hope they will im-

prove your experience.  A small number of parents asked for further information and reassurance on pupil transition be-

tween Reception and Year 1.  There will be a meeting in the Spring Term dedicated to this.  Finally, based on your feedback, 

we are looking at enhancing the cultural options for school dinners.  We work hard on ensuring our school dinners are bal-

anced and nutritious and we will continue to review our menus and it will be available on the office blog.  On the office blog, 

you can read the feedback and input from children.    

As you can see your views have been incredibly valuable and we are grateful to all parents who took the time to complete 

the questionnaire.  SEE YOU ALL AT THE QUIZ NIGHT ON THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER.        Mrs de Quincey 

PARENT GOVERNOR      Please vote 

You should have received a letter with details of  the two candidates and ballot papers/voting information. 

We have had two candidates come forward for election as the new role of Parent Governor.  Their names are Claire 

Maugham (mother of Molly in Little Dorrit) and Perrine Summers (mum to Louis in Nickleby Class).   

Please return your ballot papers by 4pm on Thursday 1st December 

Dates for diary  -  the full term dates for academic year 2011/12 are on school website 

Time is moving on and here are some dates for the last two weeks of term. 

Tuesday 6th December—2.30pm End of term music concert 

Wednesday 7th December—all years 3/4 trip to Unicorn Theatre—packed lunches needed 

Friday 9th December—Reception trip to Discover Centre in Stratford—all day Friday 9th December—packed lunches needed 

Friday 9th December Carol singing in the playground with the  CDS choir  - hot chocolate etc. being sold by Enterprise club. 

Friday 9th December—last Friday of swimming before Christmas. 

Tuesday 13 December—Early Years and Key Stage 1 Nativity Shows at 10.10am and 2pm 

Wednesday 14 December—Key Stage 2 Christmas shows  at 2pm and 6pm   

Thursday 15 December— Christmas Dinner—if your child normally has packed lunch and you would like them to have school 

Christmas dinner that day please bring £1.70 into the office. 

QUIZ AND CURRY NIGHT 

Tickets are now on sale for the Quiz and Curry night for parents and staff on Thursday 1st December 

between 6.30—9pm.  If you would like to come along. Tickets cost £5 and are available from the school 

playground.  Thank you. 



CHILDREN IN NEED!!! 

A MASSIVE thank you to everyone who supported the activities for Children in Need.  We raised a  

HUGE £ 1,500!!!!!  A special thanks to Ms Gemmell for all her hard work and Mr Mackinnon for his ra-

ther hairy contribution to the fundraising!!!!! 

There is a possible opportunity for a cleaning job in the school from January.  If you are interested please write 

your name, address and telephone number on a piece of paper for the attention of Janice Gibb and leave in the 

school office. 

BOOK FAIR 

Thanks to everyone who supported the  Book fair a couple of weeks ago.  We raised £907.28 which means a whopping £485 will be 

used to buy books for the school.  A big thank you to Mrs Nash and Mrs McIver for running the Book Fair so successfully. 

PACKED LUNCHES 

As you will know we are a Healthy School and promote healthy eating.  Therefore we would like to remind par-

ents who send their child in with a home packed lunch that when the children have lunch in school water is pro-

vided on the tables for them to drink with their dinner.  However, when they need a home packed lunch for a 

school trip please remember to make sure their lunch is healthy and nutritious, and they have a drink of either 

water or juice.  PLEASE NO FIZZY DRINKS OR CHOCOLATE IN HOME PACKED LUNCHES.  Thank you for 

your co-operation. 

BIKE/SCOOTERS 

There has been some confusion over the times the gates are open for bikes/scooters so a quick reminder about 

times when you can drop off/collect your child’s scooter/bike.  In the mornings the gate will be open between 

8.45—8.55 am and 3.15—3.40pm.  This is to avoid congestion with children coming in and out of school and peo-

ple trying to pass with bikes and scooters.  Please collect/drop off your child’s bike or scooter before coming into 

playground to get your child to class in the mornings and to collect your child in the afternoons.  If you are run-

ning late in the mornings please do not bring bikes and scooters.  Thank you. 

School Travel Parent Questionnaire 

You will have received  the School Travel Parent Questionnaire, can you please complete this and return to the 

School Office before Friday 9th December.  Many thanks. 

STRIKE ACTION 

A reminder that due to strike action by support staff, admin and teachers unions the school will unfortunately have 

to close to pupils on 30 November.   I do apologise for the inconvenience. Mrs de Quincey. 

Our Eco Blog 

This week is the beginning of Switch Off Fortnight. So we want you to switch off your lights 

when you’re not using them.  For more information check out.  

www.charlesdickensecoblog.wordpress.com  and tell us why you think it is important that we 

switch off the lights. 

PARENTS FORUM MEETING 

Do you know what the School Governing Body does? 

Do you want to find out more? 

A special meeting for parents has been arranged for Monday 5th December 2011, 9am—10am in the Bottom Hall 

Charles Dickens School Governors—who are we and what do we do? 

Come and meet Caroline Croft, the Chair of the Governing Body, plus other governors.  Find out about the governors’ role 

in setting the strategic direction for the school and being a ‘critical friend’, and learn what’s involved in being a parent gover-

nor. 

Please bring along any questions you might have. 

http://www.charlesdickensecoblog.wordpress.com/

