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Dear Parents, 

Those of you who were able to attend the most recent gorgeous assemblies by Copperfield and 

Chuzzlewit classes enjoyed memorable performances by the children. Our cross-curricular as-

semblies pulled the children's’ learning together in such an enjoyable and creative way. Really 

impressive work by the children and staff alike.  

Our football team won its match against Robert Browning School by 5-3 after being 3-1 down.  Well done to the 

team!  Supporters always welcome! 

If you go down to the woods today…. You may find David Benedictus Reading Thousand Acre Wood in Charles 

Dickens School library! The room was packed and I would like to thank Molly’s granddad for sparing the time to 

read from his book and entertain our children with a GOOD BOOK! 

For up to date information and to see the lovely learning check out the website and visit the office and class 

blogs. 

There have been some lovely books for sale at Book Fair.  Any profit the school makes goes into buying new 

books for the children of all year groups.  So keep on reading ! Have a super weekend.  Mrs de Quincey 

CHILDREN IN NEED!!! 

As you may already be aware Children in Need is next Friday 18th November.  The school is running 

a number of events in the playground after school on that day.   

There will be a cake/biscuit sale so please being any cakes and biscuits etc. on the day for us to sell.  

Every donation will be gratefully accepted. 

There will be face painting both during the day and after school.  Please donate £1 for a full face paint-

ing.  Also there will be other fundraising items.  Guess Pudsey’s favourite food—pay £1 for a guess and the winner 

will be chosen on the day and will win the Pudsey Bear who has been keeping the office staff company in the win-

dow of the office! 

The children are learning the Children in Need song ‘Teardrop’ by The Collective.  We are hoping to record them 

singing it and we are planning to put it onto a cd which will be available to obtain by making a donation. 

You may have noticed Mr Mackinnon looking rather hairier than usual lately!!  He has been very kindly growing a 

beard which will be professionally shaved off in assembly on Friday 18th November.  If you would like to sponsor 

this please see Miss Gemmell.   

VACANCY FOR PARENT GOVERNOR 

What do you need to be an effective parent governor?  A love of the school and a keenness to be involved in stra-

tegic decisions at Charles Dickens School. One of the following skills would be desirable : expertise in law, person-

nel, recruitment, health, finance or fund-raising. 

Please think if you can attend up to six meetings a year.  If so please write a small profile with a photo explaining 

who you are and how you can support the school.  We will have a ballot to elect new governors week beginning 

Monday 21st November. 

Mrs de Quincey. 

MATHS WEEK 

Q: What did the zero say to number eight? 

A: Nice Belt! 

Maths Week has been another huge success with children throughout the school looking at maps, lan-

guage of movement, directions and co-ordinates.  From Reception Problem-Solvers up to Year 5/6’s 

‘Street Orienteering’, children from Charles Dickens have been seeing just how much Mathematics 

there is all around us all of the time! 

Making Maths fun and real in our everyday lives is one of the best ways to help children enjoy and learn 

this wonderful subject.  Is your child in Year 5/6? Ask them about Mathematical poetry!  Year 3/4?  Ask 

them to plot and read co-ordinates!  Year 1/2? Ask them to turn you into a human robot!  Early Years?  

See what numbers they can read on the way to and from school!  Visit the Class and Office blogs to see 

photos of their wonderful learning. 

Q: What is a butterfly’s favourite subject at school? 

A: Mothematics! 



VIOLIN FOR SALE 

For sale: 

1/2 size ‘Stentor Student II’ violin and case.   

Used by one careful owner for 2 years. £60 o.n.o.  

Please ask in the office if you are interested. 

SCHOOL TRIPS 

There have been a number of interesting trips over the past couple of weeks which 

have been enjoyed by the children. Year 5/6 enjoyed practical science workshops at 

the  Shell Centre and also enjoyed visiting The Churchill War Rooms as part of their 

history learning.  A group of Year 5/6 children visited Kings College to see the Olym-

pic Torch! (A last minute invite to the school.) All Year 1/2 children enjoyed an art trip 

to Tate Modern  to extend their enjoyment of and thinking about modern art. 

Spooky Bonfire Big Draw 

A big thanks to everyone who came along to .the Big Draw in the school playground on 

Wednesday 2nd November.  The weather was kind and everyone had a great time, as the 

pictures show.  A massive thanks to Michelle Avison who worked so hard to make this 

event successful and to Collette and the other parent s who supported her on the day. 

BOOK FAIR 

You may have already visited our Book Fair in the bottom hall before and after school last week.  The last day for 

Book Fair will be after school on Monday 14th November so come along if you haven’t already.  All books sold will 

help the school to make money to spend on books.  Thank you. 

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRES 

If you have not already completed this you can still do so either on paper (copies in the school office) or even more conven-

iently online using the link on the school website.  The absolute latest deadline for returning/completing questionnaires is 

Monday 14th November. 

PARENTS FORUM 

Friday 18th November 9-10am in the Eco Classroom.  This meeting will focus on the role of the parent representative—so please 

attend if you are able, particularly if you are already a parent rep or are considering being one and would like to know what the role 

entails.  As always, refreshments are provided.  Hope to see you there! 

Some of our children have been enjoying subsidised weekend breaks and holidays.  They are 

not in school time.  Children need to be aged between 7 and 10.  There is a 5 day break be-

tween Christmas and New Year for a special half price offer of £15, including ice skating and 

a panto.   

Please see Mrs Stone if you would like to know more. 

QUIZ AND CURRY NIGHT 

Tickets will be on sale from next week for the Quiz and Curry night for parents and staff on Thursday 1st December be-

tween 6.30—9pm. 


